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December 3, 2020 
 
 
TO: All Driver Training Schools 
 
FROM: New Mexico Department of Transportation Traffic Safety Division 
 
RE: Amended Public Health Emergency Order 
 
 
Pursuant to the amended Emergency Public Health Order effective December 2, 2020: New 
Mexico will transition to a tiered county-by-county COVID-19 risk system. This will enable 
local communities to shed burdensome restrictions as soon as public health data show the 
virus is retreating within their borders. The following link provides information regarding the 
county-by-county status. 
https://cv.nmhealth.org/public-health-orders-and-executive-orders/red-to-green/ 
 
The shift in the state’s “reopening” framework will come after a two-week “reset” period, in 
which state health officials enacted the most heightened level of statewide public health 
restrictions upon places of business and day-to-day activities in an effort to blunt the spread 
of COVID-19 all across New Mexico.  
 
In an effort to curb and contain the spread of COVID-19, it is strongly recommended that 
schools continue to use Web-based Training as the primary source of instruction. 
 

Behind-the-wheel training will continue to be postponed until further notice. 
 
 
The “Red to Green” Framework for Safe Reopening is as follows:  
 
Currently all counties, for the exception of San Miguel county, are in Red Level. 
 
Red Level:  
Counties at the Red Level are those with a new COVID-19 case incident rate of greater than 
8 cases per 100,000 inhabitants during the most recent two-week period and an average 
percent of positive COVID-19 test results over the most recent 14-day period greater than 
5%. 
 

• Schools may continue using Web-based Training  

• Schools may operate in-person classroom instruction at 25% of maximum capacity 

• Behind-the-wheel training will be postponed until further notice 
 
 
 

https://cv.nmhealth.org/public-health-orders-and-executive-orders/red-to-green/


 

 

Yellow Level:  
Counties at the Yellow Level have either a new COVID-19 case incidence rate of no greater 
than 8 cases per 100,000 inhabitants during the most recent two-week period, or an 
average percent of positive COVID-19 test results over the most recent 14-day period less 
than or equal to 5%. 
 

• Schools may continue using Web-based Training  

• Schools may operate in-person classroom instruction at 25% of maximum capacity 

• Behind-the-wheel training will be postponed until further notice 
 
Green Level: 
Counties at the Green Level have both a new COVID-19 case incidence rate of no greater 
than 8 cases per 100,000 inhabitants during the most recent two-week period, and an 
average percent of positive COVID-19 test results over the most recent 14-day period less 
than or equal to 5%. 
 

• Schools may continue using Web-based Training  

• Schools may operate in-person classroom instruction at 50% of maximum capacity 

• Behind-the-wheel training will be postponed until further notice 
 
Please remember that the progression or regression of each level in which you operate is 
respective to the county in which you provide services in and you must adhere to all 
applicable rules, regulations, and orders. All applicable NM Driver Education rules and 
policies also remain in effect.  
 
For additional information, or if you have any questions, please contact our partners at the 
University of New Mexico Transportation Safety Center via email at apena01@unm.edu. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

 
Franklin Garcia 
Modal Director 
New Mexico Department of Transportation  

mailto:apena01@unm.edu

